[Pharyngo-esophageal motility disorders in Steinert's myotonic dystrophy. Description of a case presenting with dysphagia].
In Myotonic Dystrophy symptoms of gastrointestinal dysfunction may dominate the clinical picture or they may be manifested long before the musculoskeletal disturbances become apparent. A case of Myotonic Dystrophy in a 26-year-old woman with dysphagia as the symptom of clinical presentation is reported. Manometric investigations demonstrated motor dysfunctions in pharynx and in proximal, middle and distal portions of the esophageal body, indicating both striated and smooth muscle involvement. The pathophysiology of the esophageal motility disorders in Myotonic Dystrophy and the related therapeutic problems are briefly discussed.